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5.3.1886 - 29.9.1968

Weston-Super-Mare S.C.
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Born in Cardiff to a Balkan father and an Irish mother 'Raddy ' lived in Weston-Super- Mare from 1904 until his death. He had a remarkable career both as a competitive swimmer and most notably as a polo player from his Olympic debut in 1906 right through to the Amsterdam Games of 1928 when he was 42. A record 6 Olympic appearances which might have been 7 had not the 1916 Games been cancelled because of World War I.

The Ramilovic’s originally hailed from Dubrovnik on the coast in Croatia before coming to Britain and Paul, a second generation, has a claim to be Britain’s finest all-round aquatic Olympian. Certainly the Americans think so, as he was the first British swimmer to be recognised by the International Swimming Hall of Fame in 1967 shortly before his death at the age of 82.

His competitive swimming career started with Cardiff S.C. and in 1901, at the age of 16 years, he won his first of fifteen (only missing out to W.J.Kimber in 1921) Welsh 100y freestyle titles. He continued to dominate the Welsh Championships for the 220y and 440y events when they were introduced in 1927 and he was 41! The record he set for the quarter mile in 1929 of 5.44.2 stood until 1938. He was the first winner of the 880y in 1910 and won it for the sixth time in 1929.

He was almost as successful at the English A.S.A. Championships winning a total of nine titles over a variety of distances but it is the span of his successes that is so impressive; 20 years separating his win in the 1907 Long Distance from his 1927 success.

As an Olympic swimmer he competed in the 1906 Interim Games finishing 4th in the 100m free and 5th in the 400m. free. He had won the 2nd heat of the 100m free in 1.43.0 beating the eventual silver medallist Zoltan von Halmay and his 4th in the final was the best placed by a British swimmer. Strangely he wasn’t included in the G.B. 4 x 250m freestyle relay team that won the bronze medal as he would certainly been faster than at least one of the team and the 47 year old William Henry was preferred. This may well be because he is listed in Olympic records as being entered by the Welsh Amateur swimming association and the four members of the team were all official entries from the A.S.A.

Two years later at the London Olympic Games, in addition to his Gold Medal in the polo team, he was part of the victorious G.B. quartet in the 4 x 200m freestyle relay. Although he didn't make the final he broke the Olympic record in the individual 1500m with 25.02.6 and also competed in the 100m free at both the 1908 and 1912 Games. 

He didn't compete in the swimming events in 1920 or 1924 but in a remarkable comeback he qualified for the 1928 Great Britain Olympic team in the 400m and 1500m free although he didn’t swim because the water polo clashed with the swimming programme. A trudgen swimmer the selectors had threatened to drop him as he was becoming too slow but showing his characteristic grit he went to Exmouth, rented a chalet and learnt the four beat front crawl in the sea under a Mr Taylor and won the British Olympic trials that year. He thought the sea swimming helped his stroke and besides his wins in the A.S.A. Long Distance event as far apart as 1907 and 1926 he had several wins in the equivalent Welsh event – the River Taff swim.

His record as a water polo player is even more remarkable with a total of 3 Olympic Golds in the G.B. team wins of 1908, 1912 and 1920. Perhaps his finest moment came in the 1920 final when he scored the winning goal against Belgium three minutes from time. He also competed in the 1924 and 1928 Games as a polo player on the G.B. squad but didn't medal - in 1924 the team were defeated by Hungary 7-6 after 2 periods of extra time and in 1928 they finished 4th. Continental teams had improved both their skills and speed.

His water polo skills weren’t confined to the national arena and he was a good club player with Weston-Super-Mare where the team played to huge audiences. Along with his 1908 G.B. Olympic team-mate Tommy Thould he led Weston-Super-Mare to wins in the English Club Championship in 1906, 1907, 1921 and 1925 with several other appearances in the final.

He was extremely fast and powerful and it is reported that the best shot ever seen at the old Alstone Baths, Cheltenham was his renowned 'clock shot'. He gathered up the ball in his own half with his back to the Cheltenham goal and unleashed a backhand shot of the most amazing power. The ball crashed into the upright at the back of the shallow end goal, sprung back to the middle of the pool, hit the edge of there bath there and jumped into the balcony where it brought the new clock down. It is said that Radmilovic is still the only man in G.B. to shoot so hard that you couldn't see the ball and several attest to seeing him shoot through the thick netting of the goal with his favourite back-flip shot. A polo player who was taught by him as a child remembers Raddy demonstrating by potting a shot into a metal bucket placed on the side at the other end of the100ft pool at the Knightstone Baths.

 He was virtually a permanent fixture in the Welsh water polo team in the home international competitions from 1906 until he retired usually playing centre forward. Not surprisingly he was heavily marked by the opposition players. His son Peter remembers him often coming back with torn costumes and scratch marks on his back.

A very self-determined man he trained himself and included a lot of cycling for general fitness in his regimen against the advice of the day. In the garage at home he hung a punch bag and regularly went for sessions to improve his physical fitness.

A modest man by nature despite his great ability to entertain crowds on returning to a large civic welcome after the 1908 Olympic Games he hid behind some baskets at the local railway station.

Stories about ‘Raddy’ abound. One, told by John Trippett, refers to his last international when he was Wales’s sole representative at the first Empire Games in Hamilton, Ontario in Canada. Trippett was asked by Raddy to count the laps for him in the 1650yard freestyle - half way through he asked Trippett where he was lying in the race and when the reply came back ‘ last ‘ he said ‘ bugger this ‘ and got out of the pool. Trippett also recalls how, on the voyage to Canada ‘Raddy’ conned him out of the bunk position by the porthole stating that he had asthma and had to have a berth close to the sea air! As a consolation he did meet the famous Hollywood pair Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford.

Others remember him as ‘the person who taught the world to play dirty water polo and then they beat us at it ‘! Even after he retired from the game he remained a larger than life character as a referee. Players of the era remember how, when having sent a player off he would demonstrate the infringement to the audience on the timekeeper than sat by his side. 

When he married such was the esteem that he was held locally that the horses were detached from the bridal coach and replaced by locals and club members who proceeded to pull the couple through the streets of Weston. His exhibitions at galas at the Knightstone Baths drew large audiences when he performed a series of six tricks and stunts for the delighted spectators. Several of these ‘fancy’ swimming manoeuvres are routines in what we now recognise as synchronised swimming. He did little endear himself to his new wife when he rode her new ‘Hunter’ bicycle down the water-shute before exiting from the bike into a prefect swallow dive. Unfortunately the cycle was written off!

A great all-round sportsman he excelled at all sports that required an eye for the ball in particular snooker and in later life bowls. Next to swimming he enjoyed golf becoming a scratch player and demonstrating his competitive nature by performing press-ups and physical exercises at each hole when his opponent teed off in the hope of distracting them.

For a number of years he put on boxing tournaments at the Tivoli Cinema and, if a boxer failed to appear would strip off and enter the ring. When running the pub in Weston often some rowdy elements would come over on the paddlesteam ferry from Cardiff. Locals recall that if they caused trouble in his bar he would lock the doors and then take them on single-handed invariably winning the encounter.

A strong family man he had three children – Paul, Peter and Anne. Peter now well into his eighties remembers the holidays together which he greatly enjoyed. Before the Second World War they would go for six weeks to Grindelwald where the family enjoyed curling, skating and other winter sports. On a more adventurous trip Peter and his father drove down to Greece to visit relatives going via Monte Carlo, Yugoslavia and driving at times on dry rivers beds because of the awful roads in the Balkans. On the return trip through fascist Germany Peter remembers their car being pelted with old vegetables. 

Surprisingly he didn’t like driving and Peter says that once Raddy had to go to London fourteen year old Peter was asked to drive taking the day off school. When they got as far as Chippenham Raddy leaned across and suggested that Peter took off his school cap!

A hotelier by profession he had a succession of hotels and pubs in Weston as well as the Royal York House hotel in Bath all of which flourished and we was a benefactor and helped raise contributions towards the new Weston Hospital. He was for many years the licensee of the Imperial Hotel in Weston-Super-Mare and after his death his son continued to display his father's impressive collection of trophies which sadly have now been sold together with his four Olympic Gold medals.

Even as an old man he still took his daily quarter-mile swim at the Knightstone Baths driving to the pool in his dressing gown and sometimes the wrong way down a one-way street! A sun-worshipper he enjoyed basking on the rocks by the pool after his constitutional swim. His granddaughter Georgina remembers him as a kindly grandfather very tolerant of his grandchildren.

On the 5th November 1996 eighteen years after his death he received another unique honour. Paul Laumis, himself a second-generation Greek, keen sportsman and restaurateur renamed his establishment ‘Raddy’s’ in honour of Weston-super-Mare’s most famous sportsman. Although several British aquatic Olympians are commemorated in street names as far as is known this is the only bar / restaurant that is so named. Fittingly it overlooks the old Knightstone baths on the headland where the incomparable ‘Raddy’ lead the Weston polo team to national success for so many years. When the Welsh Hall of Fame opened in Cardiff he was one of the first inductees where visitors can see some of his memorabilia including his Olympic cap and costume.

Major Games: 

1906 Olympics: 100m. free 4th no time but won 2nd heat in 1.43.0, 400m free 5th no time  , 1 mile free didn’t finish 

1908 Olympics: 800R gold medal, 100m.free 2nd h. 1.12.0, 400m.free 1st h. 5 6.10.0 s3. , 1500m. free 1st h.25.2.2; water polo Gold Medallist vs Belgium won 9:2

1912 Olympics: 100m. free heat 2 2nd 1.10.4, 2nd round 5th 1.19.0 ; water polo v Belgium , vs Sweden , vs Austria : gold Medallist
1920 Olympics: water polo (captain) gold medallist - wins vs Spain / U.S.A. / Belgium

1924 Olympics: water polo: lost 1st round vs Hungary after 3 periods extra time

1928 Olympics: water polo (captain) vs Czechoslovakia won 4-2, vs Holland won 5-3, vs Germany lost 5-8 vs France lost 1-8 overall 4th 

1500m free: qualified to swim for G.B. but didn’t compete as water polo game the same day 

1930 Commonwealth Games (Wales): 1650y free didn’t final 
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Henry Taylor G.B.

17.3.1885 - 28.2.1951

Chadderton S.C.  1906, 1908

Hyde Seal S.C.  1912, 1920

Henry Taylor, Britain’s most successful Olympian in any sport, was 'a swashbuckling athlete and the aquatic marvel of 1906-8.' Indeed it took a hundred year before another British athlete-the cyclist Sir Chris Hoy, emulated his triple gold medal haul at a single Olympic Games. His father James, a coal miner and mother Elizabeth both died when he was young and he was raised by his older brother Bill in Hollinwood, Oldham, Lancashire who would go on to coach him. He had little formal education, worked in the cotton mills and trained in his lunch break. His early training was done in the Hollinwood canal, the Alexandra Park boating lake and the streams around his work place and at the local swimming baths on 'dirty water days' –the Chadderton Baths had opened in 1894 (the pools at the time didn't have a filtration system and were emptied and filled on a weekly or twice weekly basis - it being cheaper to swim when the water was a few days old!) and he said to have his first competitive race at the age of seven.
Slightly built at 10st. 6lbs and 5ft 5ins he swam for Chadderton S.C switching to Hyde Seal in March 1910 for whom he also played water polo at a time when they dominated the national club scene.

His earliest swimming achievement came in the 1904 season when in the A.S.A. Championships he finished 2nd in the 220y freestyle and he followed this in 1905 with third places to the Australian, Barney Kieran, in the 440y, 500y and 1 mile events. The crawl stroke was evolving for the sprints but in the middle distance events in which he specialised the trudgen/double overarm still held sway. By the 1906 season he won all the titles through 440y 500y 880y and 1 mile and repeated the achievement the following year. In all he won some 15 A.S.A. titles although surprisingly he won Olympic Gold before a National event!

He was one of a small group of British swimmers who went to the Interim Games in Athens in 1906. In the 1-mile (1609 m.) he had a decisive victory by over a minute over Jack Jarvis his compatriot (who had been the favourite) and the 1900 double Gold medallist. 

He had to give way in a close race in the 400m. freestyle to the Austrian Otto Scheff by only 2 seconds secs with Jack Jarvis winning the bronze.  The same year in an 880y race he recorded 11.25.4 at Runcorn on 21st July to become the first world record holder for that distance which was also recognised as the first record for the shorter 800m. He was also a member of the bronze medal winning 4 x 250m freestyle relay G.B. team. 

His greatest success came at the London Games of 1908 when he was the overall outstanding swimmer with Gold Medals in the 400m and 1500m as well as being part of the victorious G.B. 4 x 200m. relay team.  In the 400m Henry beat the Australian protege Frank Beaurepaire in a world record time of 5.36.8 fairly comfortably. In the 1500m he was given a closer race by Syd Battersby who lead until the final 200m and only won by 2.8 secs in a time of 22.48.4 which became the first recognised World Record for the distance.

In the 4 x 200m relay he swam the anchor leg overhauling Zoltan Halmay of Hungary who had begun to lose consciousness during the last 50m of his leg and only struggled to the finishing line before being dragged out of the pool. After his victories the photos show him being paraded around the stadium on the shoulders of the coach to the G.B. team Walter Brickett.

Although past his peak he competed in both the 1912 and 1920 Olympiads in Stockholm and Antwerp and although he won no further individual medals he contributed to the bronze medals successes of the G.B. 4 x 200m. relay teams on both occasions bringing his total haul of medals at the Olympics to 4 Gold, 1 Silver and 3 Bronze. In addition to his Olympic medals and A.S.A. titles he won some 35 cups and 300 medals as well as a number of international caps for polo the last in 1920 when he also won the Long distance Championship at the age of 35 years.

During the First World War he enlisted in the Royal Navy from 1914, served at the Battle of Jutland on HMS St Vincent and later on HMS Ramillies. Myths abound about his exploits but the most likely with any factual basis is that he kept fit whilst the navy was stationed at Scapa Flow by swimming round the ships. The Berlin Olympiad of 1916 was cancelled otherwise he would almost certainly have competed at 5 Olympic Games.

Even after his international career he continued club swimming until his early 40’s and won the long distance Morecombe Bay swim 8 times over a 20 year period. His one failure was the English Channel which defeated him due to bad weather but he had regular success over the French Champion in races in both the River Thames and River Seine. 

Sadly he failed in business having mortgaged all his cups to buy the Nudger Inn at Dobcross his last job was as a pool attendant at Chadderton Baths. Other Olympians remembered him as one 'who loved his swimming more than anything in his life'. In 1969 he was honoured by the International Swimming Hall of Fame in the U.S.A. and in 1971, as a mark of recognition of his achievements Chadderton Council provided a display case to his memory at the baths where he did most of his swimming between 1906 and 1926 with a blue plaque on the outside of the building. He died penniless and largely forgotten, was cremated with the ashes scattered at Rochdale Cemetery but in the centenary of his greatest achievement the success of Chris Hoy at the Beijing Games of 2008 awakened interest in this long forgotten swimming hero who is still the most successful British swimming Olympian.
Olympic: 

1906 Olympics: 400m. free Silver: 6.24.4 , 1 mile free  gold 28.28.0, 4 x 250m free relay bronze no time given 

1908 Olympics: 800R Gold; 400m.free final Gold 5.35.8, 1500m.free final Gold 22.48.4

1912 Olympics: 400m.free 2nd in heat 6.01.2 unplaced semi-final, 1500m.free unplaced in heat. 800R bronze

1920 Olympics: 400m.free 2nd h.4 5.48.4 , semi-final 5th 5.48.2, 1500m.free 3rd h.1 24.06.8 s1 5th.  800R bronze
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(Robert) Stanley Cooper

?- 3.1918

A.S.A. / Scottish American Gymnastic Association

1906

The official British Team at the 1906 Games consisted of 5 swimmers and two divers. However, although not shown in the official team photo there is no doubt that the gymnast Stanley Cooper competed in the 1-mile freestyle.

In the event he was one of twelve non-finishers in the event where the unfavourable conditions and high waves may have contributed to his non-success. 

He was one of 13 British gymnasts and finished equal 35th in the individual all-round competition based on five events. He was more successful in the 10m timed rope climb when his 17.6 secs gave him 15th place.

The date of his death in the last year of the First World War makes his death most likely a sad result of the conflict.
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